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From the Editor
In the 11th issue we celebrate lectures and visits by
writers, academics, and students, as well as the
completion of the photograph archive, various
donations, and the CALS’s review.
The newsletter covers the library and archives, the
various achievements of the CALS’s staff,and highlights
the diverse events and activities that CALS has hosted.
We thank our donors, Board members, users and
CALS’s staff for their support.
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Festival Poets Visit CALS
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The 17 edition of the popular Poetry Africa
International Poetry Festival was held in Durban from
14 to19th October. It was hosted by the Centre for
Creative Arts (CCA), and brought some of the world’s
finest
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to KwaZulu-Natal.
French
from Tours

cals.ukzn.ac.za

… 02
It kicked off its week-long programme with a visit on 14
ArchietoDick
October
CALS’s library and archives. The poets
came
from
countries such
asDay
India,
Benin, Nigeria,
Special Collections
Open
august
Ireland, Italy, Canada and the United States of
■ ElseThe
Schreiner
donates
… went on a tour of
…the
02
America.
poets had
tea and
CALS.
Several
poets
made
generous
donations
of
their
■ Five Archival Collections ready
.... 03
published
poems to&the
CALS library.
■ Photographs
Journals
… 03

Prof Christine Stilwell, Busiswa Gqulu, Afric McGlinchey
and Raphael d’Abdon

■ New staff

…03

■ CALS’s highlights

… 03

■ Visiting academics & officials

… 04

■ Institutional & other linkages

… 05

■ UKZN Graduate Programmes

… 05

■ Upcoming News

… 05

Afric McGlinchey hears about Virginie
Kilyobo’s dissertation
Lesego Rampolokeng signs his donation
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Barnabé Laye signing his donations
with Prof Bernard De Meyer
Ian Kamau with Paul Casey and guest

Kole Odutola, hands his donations to Prof Christine Stilwell

Carole Gumede, Projects Co-ordinator, at the CCA
and Virginie Kilyobo, Masters in Information Studies student

Nigerian Poetry Africa poet, Kole Odutola, later posted
this note on Facebook:
‘Are you an African or a lover of the continent of Africa.
I wish I could keep the news of this new lover I chanced
upon at the University of KwaZulu-Natal,
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, to myself but my
conscience will not let me. So brothers and sisters, I
call upon you all to pay a virtual visit to the Center For
African Literary Studies where the objective is to house
anything and everything written by Africans or about
Africans. Let us make this the Smithsonian library of
Africa. Your book donations will be appreciated…’

He told CALS’s staff that he had been inspired at the
age of 15 by Alan Paton’s novel Cry the beloved
Country and had resolved to become a writer at that
age. He also visited the Alan Paton Centre. Dr Laye is
a medical doctor and ‘a poet by night’ as he explained.
Midlands Literary Festival
Daryl David from UKZN Afrikaans Studies organised
the Festival again this year. It included a Literary Tour
of Pietermaritzburg in which CALS and the Alan Paton
rd
Centre featured. It took place on 23 August.

Kole with Busiswa Gqulu and Natalia Molebatsi

Daryl David with members of the Literary Tour group in the
isiZulu Literary Museum at CALS

Christine Stilwell took them on a tour of the Centre and
talked them through the especially mounted display on
‘Bessie Head’s Pietermaritzburg’ which included letters
from the Gillian Stead Eilersen collection of archival
materials. CALS has an excellent collection of materials
on Bessie Head.

Barnabé Laye’s French Seminar
Poet Barnabé Laye from Benin held a seminar at CALS
th
on 17 October. It was hosted by Professor Bernard De
Meyer from French Studies.
He donated five books to the Centre, including his book
La Cuisine which is a tribute to his wife’s work as a
chef.
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Director Ms Bridget Mcbean with her team

Prof Christine Stilwell talks to the tour group

Special Collections Day

about the Bessie Head display

On 15 August the UKZN Special Collections, led by
Nazim Gani and the Alan Paton Centre staff
showcased their offerings to a large audience of some
150 ‘town and gown’ people in the Colin Webb Hall on
the Pietermaritzburg campus.

Institutional links

Professor Mbongeni Malaba gave a talk on CALS
entitled ‘Telling our story: the Centre for African Literary
Studies’.
.

UKZN’s Cultural Day
UKZN International Relations held a cultural day with
the theme ‘Healing our planet together’ on 11 October.
The CALS’s exhibit, staffed by Wiseman Masango,
drew many interested students. Students provided
their national dishes and demonstrated their dancing
prowess.

Prof Mbongeni Malaba and UKZN
Professor Emeritus, Bill Guest.

He paid tribute to ‘the generosity of Bernth Lindfors and
his wife, Judith’ and cited Geoff Davis who said:
‘There really is not another scholar in African literary
studies like Bernth Lindfors. For decades he has
worked tirelessly to enhance our knowledge of African
literature, writing with authority, insight and wit,
constantly filling gaps in our critical awareness, forever
unearthing material we should have known about but
did not.’

Some of the gaily clad dance experts

He told the audience how ‘Bernth Lindfors was
determined that his unique collection should find a
home in an African institution, as a tribute to the
continent’s literary heritage that was central to the
development of his illustrious career.’ Furthermore,
Professor Lindfors regularly sends boxes of books to
CALS, to augment the collection and has taken it upon
himself to encourage other African scholars in the US
to donate their books and papers.

Information Studies PhD student, Tanzanian
Emmanuel Elia, with Wiseman Masango

Prof Malaba urged the UKZN ‘It is thus our hope that
the University will continue to support the staff at
CALS…’, mindful of the University’s claim to be
‘premier institute of African learning’, we hope that the
academic merit of the Centre, its international stature,
and its potential for promoting postgraduate studies will
ensure appropriate support’

UKZN Foundation Retreat
th

On 11 and 12 July the UKZN Foundation staff headed
by the Foundation’s Executive Director, Ms Bridget
Mcbean, held a strategic planning meeting at CALS.

He noted that ‘CALS, like the other branches of the
Special Collections …, notably the Alan Paton Centre
and Struggle Archives and the Killie Campbell Africana
Museum and Library, is dedicated to providing quality
support for research in the Humanities. Looking ahead,
the challenge we face is sustained fundraising, to
continue the purchases, run colloquia and seminars,
and fund PhDs, post-doctoral and research fellows,
especially from elsewhere in Africa.’

For most of the staff it was their first visit despite the
pivotal role the Foundation played in the launching of
CALS in 2004.
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Lastly he noted that ‘Guests from all over the world are
deeply impressed by the resources at our disposal.
Prof. Leon de Kock, who was a guest speaker at an
English Studies Seminar Programme meeting also
commended the Centre, stating that it epitomises the
expression “stumbling across information.”’

The Library and Archives
Publishing, Books and Reading in Sub-Saharan
Africa: A Critical Bibliography

Prof. Christine Stilwell and Ms Bridget Mcbean with the
donated books

CALS has been in touch with the renowned African
bibliographer Hans Zell who was responsible for the
appraisal of the Bernth Lindfors Collection which was
purchased by the UKZN in 2003 when the Centre was
established.

Couzyn is a poet, author and feminist anthologist. Her
best-known collection of poetry is Life by Drowning:
Selected Poems. She calls herself a blend of several
nationalities (South African, British, and Canadian). She
has maintained her ties with South Africa and in 1999
she started the Bethesda Art Centre which is a
community project. Two of the books are drawn from
her work in this community.

CALS now has online access to Zell’s most
comprehensive bibliography. Darlene can be contacted
at CALS (033 2606249) for login codes.

Ms Bridget Mcbean, Executive Director of the UKZN
Foundation, facilitated and received the donation on
behalf of CALS.

Collection of Photographs of African Writers
Complete
The Centre has completed archival work on its
substantial collection of photographs of African literary
figures.

Staff
■ Christine Stilwell Honoured

These are to a large extent part of the original Lindfors
Collection which forms the core collection of materials
at CALS. Professor Lindfors continues to donate items
to CALS and also makes use of the collection.

Christine Stilwell has been made an Emeritus Professor
at UKZN and she is retiring to the Western Cape at the
end of this year.

The collection is popular with publishers, especially
from the international community. A recent letter from
Lindfors reveals how the CALS’ photographs are being
used. He wrote: 'Yes, the photos [slides of the originals]
arrived a few days ago, and I'm very glad to have them.
The one of Achebe may be used in a future publication
by the African Literature Association.’

She has served the UKZN and the former University of
Natal for 27 years as a member of the permanent staff
and 8 years on the temporary staff prior to that.
Christine has been Acting Director of CALS since May,
2011 with the exception of a sixth month period in 2012
when she took long leave. She commented on her time
at CALS:

He explained that the well-known Kenyan writer Ngugi
wa Thiong'o would use some of the slides. 'The photos
of Elvania Zirimu were sent to Ngugi wa Thiong'o who
is now writing the next instalment of his memoirs which
deal with his years at Makerere University, where he
knew Elvania and her husband, Pio.'

‘Being Acting Director of CALS has been one of the
highpoints of my life. I have loved being at CALS and
meeting the writers, telling people about the treasures
of CALS and also applying my creative and
professional skills in such a challenging environment.’

CALS will be credited by the publishers as the source
for photographs. The photographs can be viewed at the
Centre and the contents are listed at
http://cals.ukzn.ac.za/Libraries/CALS_Collections/Phot
ograph_Collection_List.sflb.ashx

‘A major highlight for me was the launching of the
isiZulu Literary Museum in 2012. It was sparked by
Daryl David and came about because of the generosity
of Shuter’s and local and national libraries. The
students love it and use of the centre has increased
dramatically - this is just the beginning!’ said Christine.

Donations

Christine also spoke the importance of the systems that
had been set up for the processing of the journals,
archiving of the documents, photographs and
newspaper clippings, as well as converting the audio
visual materials for more stable formats. She
commended the careful work carried out by the staff on
these tasks and the upgrading and maintenance of the
CALS’s website.

We thank our generous donors, Professors Bernth
Lindfors and Keyan Tomaselli, the Poetry Africa poets
and Jeni Couzyn.

Alumnus Jeni Couzyn Donates Unique Items
Jeni Couzyn, an alumnus of this university who is now
resident in London, has donated ten poetry and other
books to the Centre for Literary Studies (CALS). Most
of the titles are not held in other UKZN libraries.

She said that the QPA review ‘has set us on the path to
a new recognition for CALS within the institution. It is
already greatly valued beyond its walls’.
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and passion of the staff who operated in difficult
circumstances.

CALS Highlights
CALS’s Review

CALS’s staff listen to the preliminary report.

They also commented on the high calibre of the
interviewees who included Professors Bernth Lindfors
and Stephen Gray and publisher, James Currey. The
full report will be available in December 2013.

The review panel: Extraordinary Professor Pikita Ntuli (Chair),
Anusha Kisten, Dr Lumkile Lalandle (QPA Director), Dr Nora
Buchanan and Prof Sihawukele Ngubane (Joyce Myeza not
present that day)

CALS was reviewed by the Quality Promotions and
th
Assurance unit of UKZN on 16 and 17 October. The
review panel chaired by Extraordinary Professor Pikita
Ntuli from Tshwane University and including Dr Lumkile
Lalandle, the QPA Director, did a site visit to CALS.
They spent two days interviewing an extensive list of
experts drawn from various categories, such as Board
members, former Directors, authors, publishers and
donors, students, other librarians and the CALS’s staff.
The CALS’s staff submitted an 80 page self-evaluation
report as well as two large files of supporting
documents. This self-evaluation report was structured
around headings suggested by the QPA team and
covered how CALS engaged with the UKZN’s Strategic
Goals (UKZN Strategic Plan 2007-2016) and those of
the College of Humanities (2012-2016). The process of
preparing the report entailed CALS’s staff members
contributing their views on the strengths and challenges
and areas for change within CALS.

.
The QPA panel with Acting Dean Prof Stephen Mutula
and the CALS’s staff.

Wiseman Masango attends ‘Preservation Master
Class Workshop’

Users of the Centre and students were also asked to
submit their views by email. Other content was drawn
from minutes of staff meetings, annual reports and
newsletters as well as content from the former
UKZNonline and local newspapers. The report was
agreed to by staff members of the Centre. QPA invited
other interested parties to an open session.
The Terms of Reference for the review were to:
1) Define the role of CALS within the College and the
University including its location; 2) Consider
appropriateness, effectiveness and efficiency of the
current structure, facilities, programmes, and services it
offers; 3) Review the alignment of CALS to the vision,
mission and identify with that of the University; 4) Look
into leadership, governance, and staffing of CALS; 5)
Identify infrastructural capacity and needs for optimal
performance of staff including training needs,
equipment and software requirements; 6) Consider
viability and sustainability of CALS taking into account
the nature of funding; 7) Examine UKZN Policies with
regard to CALS and similar centres; 8) Identify areas
where
there
is
good
practice
and
make
recommendations for areas requiring focused attention.

Wiseman Masango, CALS’s Library Assistant,
Technical Services.

Wiseman Masango attended the ‘Preservation Master
Class Workshop’ on 27 November. This was a
Department of Arts and Culture, KwaZulu-Natal
Archives and Records Services initiative in
collaboration with the South African Preservation and
Conservation Group (Sapcon) and the South African
Society of Archivists (SASA) KZN Branch. The
workshop was attached to a a two day conference at
the ICC in Etekweni.
The following topics were covered: care of paper,
handling of archivalia, care of microforms, storage
environment, and introduction to building a digital
archive. The emphasis was on equipping delegates
with practical knowledge that will enable them to put the

The staff and Acting Dean heard the preliminary report
th
back findings on 17 November and these were most
positive. The panel was impressed with the dedication
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Duke Third Years at CALS

knowledge gained at the workshop into immediate use.
The Programme Director was Ms U.P. Narrine.

Visiting Students and Academics

Professor Kerry Haynie of Duke University returned to
Pietermaritzburg with a group of third year students to
run a course with Professor Ralph Lawrence of Policy
and Development, UKZN. The course is part of a larger
programme on `Governance, Policy and Social Justice:
urban politics in the American South and South Africa’.
The three courses and the research project cover the
American South and South Africa. Their time in
Pietermaritzburg and Durban was organised with this in
mind.

CALS is ‘a Miracle Place’

On 16 October the students visited CALS for a
presentation and lunch with Centre staff.

Wiseman reports that ‘The paper that I enjoyed the
most was, “Storage environment: Temperature and
humidity” presented by Nellie Somers: who is based at
Campbell Collections; UKZN and a part time lecturer at
Durban University of Technology (DUT). Her
presentation will be made available on the SAPCON
Website.’

th

This is how CALS was described by Danson Kahyana
when he visited CALS on 18 October. He is a final year
PhD student at Stellenbosh University and an assistant
lecturer at the University of Makerere. He travelled to
KZN especially to use the Centre.

Duke third years with Profs Kerry Haynie and Ralph Lawrence

Seminar on ‘Popular’ History of English Literature
On 17 the October, Dr Peter Strauss addressed English
Studies staff and students on ‘Writing a “popular”
history of English literature in the twenty-first century:
problems and issues’.
Danson S. Kahyana and Wiseman Masango

Dr Peter Strauss and Prof Mbongeni Malaba with
postgraduate student, Sandra Bagirathi.

Craig Mackenzie Re-evaluates SA Literature
th

On 19 September Professor Craig Mackenzie from the
University of Johannesburg addressed staff and
students at CALS on the topic ‘Re-evaluating South
African literature’. His audience were eager to get
copies of his lists of recent notable works.

Prof Craig Mackenzie from University of Johannesburg
with Prof Mbongeni Malaba
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UKZN Graduate Programmes
English Studies and Information Studies
Postgraduates at CALS
CALS continues to host lectures and seminars
for three postgraduate modules. These are for students
from English Studies, Information Studies’
Postgraduate Diploma in Information Studies and Post
Graduate Diploma in Records and Archives
Management.
San Seminar: ‘Singing Bones’ and ‘Telepathic
Teeth’

Fiona Bell addresses Yvonne Naidoo and Alexis Saria
and other students over lunch on the CALS’s verandah.

Upcoming News – 2013/2014
QPA Review Report on CALS
The report is due mid-December and should help CALS
to chart a way forward.
Dr Michael Wessels and Prof Cheryl Stobie with their
audience of staff and students

New Book Purchases

On 22 August two staff members from English Studies,
Professor Cheryl Stobie addressed staff and students
in a lecture entitled ‘Siblings and Singing Bones and
Reeds’ and Dr Michael Wessels spoke about ‘Smoke,
telepathic teeth and men with rhebok heads: San and
Colonial Mythology meet in the Maloti’s’.

New titles have been ordered from the book grant after
a long break from orders. The items will be reflected on
the CALS website.
Journal des Africanistes
CALS is acquiring a complete set of this journal with
help from Prof Bernard De Meyer from French Studies.

Information Studies Postgraduate Diploma
Students bid Farewell to their CALS’s ‘Home’

Publishing in Africa Colloquium

The Information Studies’ Postgraduate Diploma in
Information Studies and Post Graduate Diploma in
Records and Archives Management have had lectures
held at CALS all year and their digitizing project was
based there. The group celebrated with an end of the
year lunch and photoshoot on the CALS’s verandah
with staffers Professor Christine Stilwell and Dr Ruth
Hoskins.

Professor Bernard De Mayer is organising Publishing in
Francophone Africa Colloquium for early 2014. He has
requested the assistance of CALS in this initiative.
African Literature Association visitors
In April 2014 African Literature Association visitors will
attend the conference at Wits and hopefully visit CALS.
50 year celebration of Arrow of Gold
The widow of the late Chinua Achebe is mooting a 50
year celebration of Arrow of Gold with English Studies
and including CALS in 2014. Professor Mbongeni
Malaba is our contact.

http:// c a l s . u k z n . a c . z a

Prof. Christine Stilwell and Dr. Ruth Hoskins with the
2013 PGDIS/RAM group
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